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s generally agreed that whatever God wills is good and just. But
Ithcre remains the question whether it is good and just because
God wills it or whether God wills it because it is good and just in
other words, whether justice and goodness are arbitrary or whether
they belong 0 the necessary and eternal truths about che nature of
things, as do qumbers and proportions. The former opinion has
been held by certain philosophers and by theologians, both Roman
and Reformed. But the Reformed theologians of today usually reject
this teaching, as do also all our own theologians and most of those
of the Roman church as well.

As a matter of fact it would destroy the justice of God. For why
praise him for acting justly if the concept of justice adds nothing to
his act? And to say, Stz pro ratione voluntas— Let my will stand for
the reason’—is definitely the motto of a ryrant. Moreover, this
opinion would hardly distinguish God from the devil. For if the
devil, that is, an intelligent visible power who is very great and
very evil, were the master of the world, this devil or this god would
still be evil even if we were forced to honor him, just as certain peo-
ples honor imaginary gods of this kind in the hope of bringing
them to do less evil. Consequently, some people, overly devoted to
the absolute right of God, have believed that he could justly con-
demn innocent people and even that this may actually happen.
This does violence to those actributes which make God love-worthy
and destroys our love for God, leaving only fear. Those who believe,
for example, that infants who die without baptism are cast into the
eternal flames must in effect have a very weak idea of the goodness
and the justice of God and thus thoughtlessly injure what is most
essential to religion.

The Sacred Scriptures also give us an entirely different idea of this
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LEIBNIZ ° Reflections on the Common Concept of Justice

mined rule of justice which prevents our doing what we wish to do
and can do with impunity, however evil it may be. Thus treason,
assassinations poisoning, the torture of innocents, would all be just
if they succeeded. This is essentially to change the meaning of terms
1nd to speak 2 language different from that of other men. Until now
we have meant by justice something different from that which
dlways prevails. We have believed that 2 happy man can be evil and
that an unpunished act can nevertheless be unjust, that is, it may
deserve punishment, so that the issue is solely to know why it deserves

unishment, without raising the question of whether the punishrnent
will actually follow ot not, or whether there is any judge to impose it.

There were once two fyrants in Sicily named Denis, father and
son. The father was more evil than the son. He had established his
wyranny by destroying many honorable men. His son was less cruel
but more addicted to disorders and luxuries. The father was happy
and kept himself in power; the son was overthrown and finally made
himself schoolmaster at Corinth in order to have the pleasure of rul-
ing always and of carrying a scepter after a fashion at least, by
wielding the switches used in punishing the children. Should we say
that the actions of the father were more just than those of the son
because he was happy and unpunished? Would such a view permit
history to condemn 2 happy tyrant? We see t00, every day, that men,
whether interested of disinterested, complain of the actions of cer-
rain powerful people and find them unjust. So the question is only
whether they have reason to complain and whether history can just-
ly blame the inclinations and acts of any prince. If this be granted,
we must acknowledge that men mean something else by justice and
right than that which pleases a powerful being who remains unpun-
<hed because there is no judge capable of mending matters.

In the universe as a whole, or in the government of the world, it
is fortunately true that he who is the most powerful s at the same
time just and does nothing against which anyone hasa right to com-
plain. We must hold for certain that if we understood that universal
otder, we should find it impossible to do anything better than he has
done it. Yet his power is not the formal reason which makes him
just. Otherwise, if power were the formal reason for justice, all pow-
erful beings would be just, cach in proportion to his power which
is contrary to experience.

We must therefore search after this formal reason, that is, the
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This same thing is true about justice. If it is a fixed term with
Jererminate meaning—in a word, if it is not a simple sound with-
out sense like blitiri—the term or word justice will have some
definition or intelligible meaning. And, by using the incontestable
rules of logic, one can draw definite consequences from every defin-
ion. This is precisely what we do in building the necessary and
demonstrative sciences which do not depend at all on facts but sole-
ly on reason; such are logic, metaphysics, arithmetic, geometry, the
science of motion, and the and the science of Right [droit] as well,
which are not at all based on experience or facts but serve rather to
give reasons for facts and to control them in advance. This would be
rrue in regard to Right, even f there were no law [/oz] in the world.
The error of those who have made justice depend upon power
comes in part from their confusion of Right with law. Right cannot
be unjust; this would be a contradiction. But law can be, for it is
power which gives and maintains law; and if this power lacks wis-
dom or good will, it can give and maintain very bad laws. But
happily for the world, the laws of God are always just, and he is in
a position to maintain them, as he without a doubt does, even
though this has not always happened visibly and at once—for which
he assuredly has good reasons.

We must determine, then, the formal principle of justice and the
measure by which we should judge acts to know if they are just or
unjust. After what has been said we can already foresee what this
must be. Justice is nothing but what conforms to wisdom and good-
ness combined. The end of goodness [bonté] is the greatest good
[bien]. But to recognize this we need wisdom, which is merely the
knowledge of the good, as goodness is merely the inclination to do
good to all and to prevent evil, at least if evil is not necessary for a
greater good or to prevent a greater evil. Thus wisdom is in the
understanding, and goodness is in the will, and as a result justice is
in both. Power is another matter. But if power is added, it brings to
pass the Right and causes that which should be to exist really as well,
insofar as the nature of things permits. And this is what God does
in the world.

But since justice aims at the good, and wisdom and goodness
together form justice and so refer to the good, we may ask what is
the true good. I reply that it is merely whatever serves the perfection
of intelligent substances. It is obvious, therefore, that order, con-
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dme of seeing che whole, as we do in looking at insects and other
¢mall things i0 the microscope. There are thus the strongest reasons
for holding that the same craftsmanship and harmony would be
found in great things if we were capable of seeing them as a whole.
Above all, they would be found in the whole economy of the gov-
ernment of Spirits, which are the substances most similar to God
because they are themselves capable of recognizing and inventing
order and craftsmanship. As a result we must conclude that the
Author of things who is so inclined to order will be concerned for
those creatures whe are naturally sources of order in the measure of
their perfection and who are alone capable of imitating his work-
manship. But it is impossible that this should seem so to us, in this

~ small portion of life which we live here below, which is but a small

bit of the life without bounds which no spirit can fail to achieve. To
consider this bit separately is to consider things like a broken stick
or like the bits of flesh of an animal taken separately, so that the
crafismanship of its organs cannot be made apparent.

This is also true when one looks at the brain, which must
undoubtedly be one of the greatest wonders of nature, since it con-
tains the most immediate organs of sense. Yet one finds there only a
confused mass in which nothing unusual appears but which never-
theless conceals some kind of filaments of a fineness much greater
than that of 2 spider’s web which are thought to be the vessels for
that very subtle fluid called the animal spirits. Thus this mass of
brain contains a very great multitude of passages—and of passages
100 small for us to overcome the labyrinth with our eyes, whatever
microscope we may use. For the subtlety of the spirits contained in
these passages is equal to that of light rays themselves. Yet our eyes
and our sense of touch show us nothing extraordinary in the appear-
ance of the brain.

We may say that it is the same in the government of intelligent
substances under the kingship of God, in which everything seems
confused to our eyes. Nevertheless, it must be the most beautiful
and most marvelous arrangement of the world, since it comes from
an Author who is the source of all perfection. But it is too great and
too beautiful for spirits with our present range to be able to perceive
it so soon. To try to see it here is like wishing to take a novel by the
tail and to claim to have deciphered the plot from che first book; the
beauty of a novel, instead, is great in the degree that order emerges
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at it, and if there were many others like him, our knowledge of
advanced far beyond its present state. It behooves
great princes € arrange this for the public welfare, in which they are
most interested. And since this matter involves little cost and display,
is very easy to direct, and needs very little but good will and atten-
ion to accomplish it, there is little reason to neglect it. As for me |
have no other motive in recommending this research than to advance
our knowledge of truth and the public good, which is strongly inter-
ested in the increase of the treasure of human knowledge.

Most of the questions of Right, but especially of the right of sov-
ercigns and nations, are confused because they do not agree on 2
common conception of justice, with the result that we do not under-
«and the same thing by the same word, and this opens the way to
endless dispute. Everyone would agree, perhaps, on this nominal
definition—that justice is a constant will to act in such a way that
no person has reason to complain of us. But this is not enough
anless the method is given for determining these reasons. Now I

observe that some people restrict the reasons for human complaints

very narrowly and that others extend them. There are those who

believe that it is enough if no harm is done to them and if no one
has deprived them of their possessions, holding that no one is oblig-
ated to seck the good of others or prevent evil for them, even if it
should cost us nothing and give us no pain. Many who pass in the
world for great judges keep themselves within these limits. They
content themselves with harming no one, but they are not inclined
to improve people’s conditions. In a word, they believe one can be
just without being charitable.

There are others in the world who have greater and more beauti-
ful views and who would not wish anyone to complain of their lack
of goodness. They would approve what I have said in my preface to
the Codex juris genn’um—that justice is the charity of the wise man,
that is, a goodness toward others which ought to conform to wisdom.
And wisdom, in my opinion, is nothing but the knowledge of hap-
piness. Men may be permitted to vary in their use of words, and if
anyone wants to insist on limiting the term just to what is the oppo-
site of charitable, there is no way to force him to change his language,
since names are arbitrary. Yer we have a right to learn the reasons
which he has for being what he calls just, in order to see whether
these same reasons will not bring him also to be good and to do good.

physics would be

375




e st

FS——

L2749

parqrop 39 [0S T 11 197 08 UEd 0USUIAUOIUT ST rey moy Surul
_Exo MOU J0U WE | $AJPSUIAY} 0) 3DUIUIATOOUL moyism ued £
e Jej SE 15€9] 7T SUOP ST 31 USYM 11 JIBTAI[[E 03 UIAI PUP auop 3ureq
woj 142 Juaaaxd 01 1y8no Aoy yetp OSTE IN [IA9 Guiop woij UrEISqe
0y 1yBno uaW TR £uo 10u 213 M oidoad ‘s32133p 4q po1
;197EM $1 JO sasse[3 maj B nok
oud 01 pasnyaa ay J1 Op no4 pnom Jeym pue Aes nok pynom YA
sppt mok Suaarpar Jo aqedeo ureaunoy Guieay ® 403 puE 3P0 STY
spun ‘snoy sIy Ut pEY su0awos Jeyy pue sured JUS[OIA WOl Pa39j
-jus nof 1243 ssoddng ;AwaUS UE UAD PUE UELI [142 Ue 9q 01 Wiy
23pn( 10u noL pnom 4pesimo4 Buiaes Jo fem & nok on13 01 nok 01
2do3 © MOIY} 01 S3STYRI Y J] “IoIEM IR oJuT UD[EJ JAEY NOX {OS OP
Apisea pnod Y 3 noA djoyj 10U PIp OYM SUOIUIOS noqe ure[duiod
Jou nok pnojy, Assiur o3ul padunid a1om no4 ey asoddng 2491f
510 Uow 1q1 ponb “a[ni 3y3 03 ‘ST I ‘_;ocud ayp ol urede wimial [ puy
‘S[[1 SI9TPO 24(JPX 0 pareiqo 1sea] Je 20U 1 30 I ¥se Mou | $12
o 03 poo3d aanisod op 03 sn S13p10 sonsn{ yey parueid aq J0U i
11 sdegzad Ing APUSTUIAUOD suop 2q UED 3 JI JYAOUP J0] 1A JUDA
-a1d 03 3y8no auo 1 VY ‘parueid oq ] " ;uonEeNIIs B Yons
ur sn 9AES 01 PISTYa3 3Y It fwaua UE 10J UIA3 PUE UEUS Peq € 10} wry
ploy 10u duo PINOA puEy ST JO urm & £q proae Wiy djpoy pinod
UOIWOS YOTYM [[A2 UE 01U Sunpey jo Iutod I UO A[Temoe JpstTy
puy pinoys Y J1 10 adoy 10 Aes p[nOM Y JEYM JPRSUITY se Wiy 197
#STY UTeIUTEW £[219DUTS SUO URD NG 210U WIE 0110 om3 01 19112
YSIM OU SABY PUE SPIIP pooS 12y pue Pre 11 104 [[¢ Je 3se J0U Op
3w wWTey 10U POYS $19Y30 1T 120D We |, Aes Aewr SU0WOS
Jway) YsnIo 03 INOQE ST YR [IAD we jusasid 01 1d9pdou 2M JI
PUE SN 50ULTUIAU0DUT [[E 3B 30U S0P yoTps PIE WA STYAT M JI ST
31EY 1A USL JBY) TEJ 33 O3 150(qns OS[E 10U 4 Te INg SN O3 Surp
Jures aya Op [[IA FUOIWOS IET} TE9) o 2q [ Jurssard Isowr Y,
"SI} 10§ UOSESI U0 UBY} 30U anI3 Weo JUQ) "SISYI0 01 A3 O 10T
1w wosiad & UTEISNS UED J2AI0UM TEY3 ST [[EYS T s jo dor uQ
$102(qns STy 03 UOTIE[T UT IO
I ‘uonenis 3yl ul PaAoAUT §197[10 O3 uonE[el Ul JWI0) 3} ‘suone
-31jqo yons sey ‘93els E JO uB1212408 2y IO ‘CIUISUNIUIWIOD WO 2053
Uew € 19YIRYM pauonsanb 29 sdeyrad 18w 31 Ing "poo3 oy 21no3s
01 os[e Ing [iAd juaas1d o1 4pprowt 10U parediqo a1e ‘sarensigews
urel1o0 pue ‘saNR[0S JO $10333I1p oy ‘s101m3 | ‘s191po JO 1PNP
~uoo ot s PISIEYD JTE oYM 50T ter 2215€ M M 2A31Rq |

sorshydviajyl

o

i s

e

B

i S———AR o

ot S St

pramdre Spev—are



LEIBNIZ ° Reflections on the Common Concept of Justice

chaps, that one is obligated to secure the good of another, even
when this can be done without difficulty. Someone may say, “l am
ot obligated t© help you achieve. Each for himself, God for all.”
put ler me again suggest an intermediate case. A great good comes
10 you, but an obstacle arises, and I can remove that obstacle with-
out pain. Would you not think it right to ask me to do so and to
emind me that [ would ask it of you if I were in a similar plight? If
ou grant this point, as you can hardly help doing, how can you
‘efuse the only remaining request, that is, to procure a great good for
me when you can do this without inconvenience of any kind to
yourself and without being able to offer any reason for not doing it
except a simple, “1 do not want to”? You could make me happy; and
you refuse to do so. I complain, and you would complain in the
same circumstances; therefore, I complain with justice.

This gradation shows us that the same grounds for complaint
subsist throughout. Whether one does evil or refuses to do good is
. matter of degree, of more or {ess, but this does not alter the nature
of the matter. It can also be said that the absence of the good is an
evil and the absence of the evil a good. In general, if someone asks
you to do something or not o do something, and you refuse his
request, he has reason to complain if he can judge that you would
make the same request if you were in his place. And this is the prin-
ciple of equity o, what is the same thing, of equality or of the
identity of reasons, which holds that one should grant to others
whatever one would himself wish in 2 similar situation, without
claiming any privilege contrary o reason or without claiming to be
able to allege one’s will as a reason.

Perhaps we can say, then, that not to do evil to another, neminem
luedere, is the precept of the Law which is called strict Right [jus
strictum) but that equity demands that one also do good when this
is fitting and that it Is 1n chis that the precept consists which orders
us to give each one bis due, suum cuique tribuere. But what deter-
mines fitness [covenance] ot what each one is due can be known by
the rule of equity or of equality: quod tibi non vis fleri aut quod tibi
vis fieri, neque aliis facito aut negato. This is the rule of reason and of
our Master. Put yoursclf in the place of another, and you will have
the true point of view to judge what is just or not.

Certain objections have been made against this great rule, but
they come from the fact that it is not applied universally. For exam-
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LEIBNIZ Reﬂectiom on the Common Concept of Justice

harm and even to do us good? Mr. Lobbes would say “No.” He
would even add that this person would have an absolute right in
naking us his conquest, because we could not complain of such a
conqueror on the grounds which we have just pointed out, since
there is another condition which exempts him from all considera-
ion for us. But without needing a fiction, what shall we say of the
supreme divinity whom reason makes us recognize? Christians
agree, and others should agree, that this great God is supremely just
and supremely good. But it cannot be for his own repose or to main-
rain peace with us that he shows us so much goodness, for we should
be unable to wage war against him. What then is the principle of his
justice, and what is its law? It cannot be this equity or equality which
exists among men and makes them envisage the common end of our
human condition, “to do unto others what we wish others to do
unto us.”

One cannot envisage any other motive in God than that of per-
fection or if you like, of his pleasure. Assuming, according to my
definition, that pleasure is nothing but the feeling of perfection, he
has nothing to consider outside of himself; on the contrary, every-
thing depends upon him. But his happiness would not be supreme
if he did not aim at as much good and perfection as possible. But
what will you say if I show chat this same motive is found in truly
virtuous and generous men, whose highest function is to imitate
divinity so far as human nature s able? The earlier reasons of fear
and hope can bring men to be just in public and when necessary for
their own interest. They will even obligate them to exercise and
practice the rules of justice from childhood in order to acquire
habits, out of fear of betraying themselves too easily, and so harm-
ing themselves along with others. Yet if there were no other motive,
this would merely be political at bottom. And if someone who is just
in this sense should find opportunity to make a great fortune
through a great crime which would remain unknown, or at least
unpunished, he would say as did Julius Caesar, following Euripides:

Si violandum est jus, regnandi gratia
Violandum est.

But he whose justice is proof against such a temptation cannot
have any motive but that of his own inclination, acquired by birth
or exercise and regulated by reason, which makes him find so much

‘
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LEIBNIZ * Reflections on the Common Concept of Justice

her subjects that it is their greatest pleasure to obey and to please her.
[n this case che whole world would be virtuous and just by inclina-
son. It is this which occurs literally and beyond all description in
elation to God and to those who know him. It is in him that wis-
dom, Virtue justice, and grandeur are accompanied by sovereign
beauty. One cannot know God as one should without loving him
sbove all things, and one cannot love him thus without willing what
he wills. His perfections are infinite and cannot cease. This is why
the pleasure which consists in the feeling of his perfections is the
greatest and most durable possible; that is, it is the greatest felicity.
And that which causes one to love him at the same time makes one

happy and virtuous. . . -

This shows that justice can be taken in different ways. It can be
opposed to charity, and then it is only the jus strictunm. It can be
opposed to the wisdom of him who must exercise justice, and then
.« conforms to the general good, but there will be cases in which the
particular good will not be found in it. God and immortality would
not enter into account. When one considers them, however, one
always finds his own good in the general good.

While justice is merely a particuiar virtue, MOTEOVer, when we
leave out of consideration God or a government which imitated that
of God, and while this virtue so limited includes only what is called
commurative and distributive justice, it can be said that as soon as
it is based on God or on the imitation of God it becomes universal
justice and contains all the virtues. For when we are vicious not only
do we harm ourselves but we also diminish, so far as depends on us,
the perfection of the great state of which God is the monarch. And
although the evil is in fact redressed by the wisdom of the sovereign
Lord this is partly through our punishment. Universal justice is dis-
tinguished by the supreme precept—honeste (hoc est probe, pie)
Vivere, as suum Cuique tribuere conforms to particular justice,
whether in general or raken more narrowly as the distributive justice
which distinguishes men in particular; and as meminem laedere
stands for commutative justice o for jus strictuim as opposed to equi-
ty, as one takes these terms.

It is true that Aristotle has recognized this universal justice,
though he has not related it to God; even so, 1 find it beautiful that
he had so lofty an idea. But a well-formed government of Statc
takes the place of God on carth for him, and this government will

381




w

L R B

A ed M

A3

vt —

[

8¢

am 1E 20132p A O ooeyd oxea [[us 31 St Tey) pAINWI] PUE [PUOE
aoxd 2q [ JYSUER s puE “aels 343 O 1ajsuen 9 JO sso[pIedal
fuaq] STY PUT 1qBu STy pouTeEId! SEY Juo yoed ‘sAes $3qqOH Jeym JO
Jyds a1 pud Y UL OS “parEanISTUl 97 Wy} o Aueuy 913YM uonEnIs
0§ Ul paraduEpuR 29 froges umo 1191 9] jouued OS[E quawdpn{
» 1amod TI9T} 350] 20U AEY oym ‘SUIZNID IUIES 3531 1B() TAMOY
30091 OSJE 3N JOYINE SUIES Y, FIEIS o o yuswdpnl a3 03

nur 21e1s B 50 SUIZNID 203 mng _.HQSIIHL‘ JABS 01 UED Y Teum

l[lﬂan 15
op 0l ‘PSMO“E ST ]'EUI_lUI‘J‘.) ® gl PIIB wig 0l quBDQIBB sow St 1BqM

a%pn_i 01 11.]3!1 3y 150 ‘uosel ST 10§ ‘10U SEY e BB 219YMIWOS
s;%pslmompe s2qqoH “13A3MOH] "A[QUIaSSE swos Aq 10 [ER
-pIATpuY UE 4q paruasandar 138 jo uosad o3 03 23pn( 03 1y3u

sioyp Supiraysuei “f15yes NIOY} 1M OF sueau ayp uodn paaide uow

{1asTuLr JO DIEIS B SEM JITIEL apnD JO ¢3S SIY3 § ng *Apeaid 163} 03

spunoId pey JU0 woyM 350y [[EISIC} 01 1ySur o3 peY suofue pue
3pnf 10 A4IMO3s OV uaY Sem 13 104 I MES Y SE Joqydou 19 JO
suorssassod I3 37198 03 ‘opnsnfur MO A[qE sem pue SurpiIand
w g3y € pey Yoes 2ULs cqumgorus snl ou pey sny pue e asure3e [re
30 Jem JO 1e3S ® UL A1 Lo ©a01) 1M foyp se Buoj se TR ng ap
-] Aq 2y 3[qeIdER 10U Jwenaq pue 1814 J€ SITQ a1y Sunypowios
SIoM AW JEY YUY 03 SWIS s9qQOH] 'sayeIs 10 swopSury jo u

-0 3y} 13PISU0D 03 Juerzodulr ST 31 UnpIs sl o uTUTUTEXD U]
pranfut 153 PUUTS snl

wnwns Spioy poM qrar01d 2y SIMIRO faad Jo pue Aimbs

MTE ISTILU 2UO JOAIMOY ULHITLIS

jo spuewAp Y3 105 1daoxa,, ‘ppE sAe
sul wodn Sunsisut U 3 01 wondaoxs UE Ayddns 10u OP forp UAYM
wmas snl oy puetsap Lyren3as fymba pue fyord ety pres 2 A
ues 7] auofe Y3 JO [2A3] ST 03 9I9YPE SIWNIWIOS OS[E SlInSIIODSI_.In[
wewroy oy, WHIIHH snf Kjuo Pa1opIsuod 24T 01 23S IAUIL]
pue saqqoH sajdoad jo pu® sugraroa0s JO 1yBu o SunapIsuod a1e
oM uaym Ayrd pue fymbo ‘wngotis sl ysmBumstp 1S U2 2K
"poppe ! fod g1 Ajpeadsa ‘ST

SUTELIE QU0 1M sooepd pue sown 394 pInoys 219y e ajqussoduy

u puy 10u 0p [ 2R N umoys wey 1Y ST 103 padoy aaey 03
Swiaas J0ISITY “3UIqUOSP poysIuy 1sn aney | Aeas I UL ‘omsea[d
1502013 TP SIMINSUOD INA reyy os dn we Gunyy Jo 121098

Jre1 oy puy U0 UED S waAd i STY? Ul 15913Ul-J]2S JO Ayd108 ord

-ounid oy Aq SNOIIA skempe 2q 03 USW jpduzoo 10uUEd U0 ‘pres

Apearye aneq [ SE NG -sNOM1IIA 3 01 UdW oymbar 01 wed M IEYM op

4

so1shgdviapl

PRYER

o et

g

=




LEIBNIZ * Reflections on the Common Concept of Justice

; believe our safety 1s involved. The reasons which this illustrious

quthor gives tO prevent subjects from resisting their sovereign are
qothing but plausible considerations based on the true principle
that ordinarily such a remedy is Worse chan the evil itself. But what
is ordinarily the case is not absolutely so. The one is like the jus stric-
wum, the other like equity-

[t seems tO ME also that this author makes the mistake of confus-
ith its factual application. A man who has acquired 2
good, who has built a house or forged a sword, is the proprietary
master of it, although someone else, in time of wat, has the right to
drive him from his house and to take away his sword. And although
there are cases where one cannot enjoy his right for want of a judge
and of enforcement the right does not cease (O subsist. To try to
destroy something because there is no way at 0nce to prove it and t0
enjoy it is tO confuse matters.

M. Filmer seems to me to have recognized rightly that there is a
right, even a jus strictum, before the foundation of states. Whoever
produces comething new of gains possession of something already
existing but which no one has possessed before, and improves and
adapts it to his use, cannot as a rule be deprived of it without injus-
tice. This is also true if one acquires a thing from such an owner
cither directly or through intermediates. The right of acquisition 1s
a jus strictum which even equity approves. Hobbes believes that by
virtue of this right children are the property of their mother unless
society orders differently, and Filmes assuming the superiority of
the father, gives him the right of property Over his children as well
as over the children of his slaves. Since all men from the beginning
until now are, according to sacred history, descended from Adam
and also from Noah, it follows, according to Filmer, that if Noah
were living, he would have the right of an absolute monarch over all
men. In his absence fathers always are, Of should be, the
sovereign Masters of their descendants. This paternal power is the
origin of kings, who replace progenitors, in the last analysis, either
by force or by consent. And since the power of fathers is absolute,
that of kings is absolute also.

This conception ought not entirely to be condemned, but think
we can say that it has been pushed t00 far. We must admit that a
father or a mother acquires a great power Over children by their pro-
creation and education. But 1 do not think that we can conclude
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