The Second World War - or as I like to call it: Inevitability. 
Totalitarianism is a system of government in which the rulers try to control all aspects of peoples' lives. In other words, those at the top seek total control over everyone's lives.

Total control requires dictatorship, so totalitarian societies are run by strong leaders or juntas (military governments), who demand obedience. Individual freedoms and rights, so important in democratic societies like ours, are not protected in totalitarian states.
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Fascist dictatorship came to power in Italy, one of the victorious allies of World War I. Italy's new Fascist leader,Benito Mussolini, was initially admired by some because he resolved serious economic problems and secured Italy against communism. Mussolini adopted the title of Il Duce. Adolph Hitler, an admirer of Mussolini, adopted a similar title, der Führer, when he led Nazi Germany. Both terms mean "the leader" and indicate the dictatorial nature of fascism.

The most powerful totalitarian states of the 20th century were Communist Russia and Nazi Germany.

Totalitarianism is the opposite of democracy. Mussolini, the Fascist dictator of Italy from 1922 to 1943, stated its anti-democratic views this way:
"Fascism combats democratic ideology, and repudiates it. Fascism denies that the majority, by the simple fact that it is a majority, can direct human society; it denies that numbers alone can govern by means of a periodical consultation, and it affirms the inequality of mankind, which can never be permanently levelled through universal suffrage."
                                                                     -Benito Mussolini

"The Nazis, for example, used democratic elections and coalition governments to seize control. Hitler achieved power because so many German citizens did not recognize, or believe, the signs that should have alerted them to his plans. Studying how this happened will help you to recognize the signs, should they appear again. To protect your rights, you must recognize threats to them." 

 THE ABOVE STATEMENT IGNORES THE FACT THAT PEOPLE VOTED FOR HIM, KNOWING HIS VIEWS. MEIN KAMPF was printed in millions of copies and had sold quite well, even in other countries:
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The point is this: the information above is from the provincial website. It claims that people didn't know what Hitler planned to do. This is a presentist view. We assume that people did not share the views of Hitler about foreign conquest, the Jewish people, and other questionable beliefs. But, how is that possible when his book was selling, and people were talking about him and the great things he was doing? 

My point? People knew his views. People didn't act to prevent him (APPEASEMENT). The world was scared of another global conflict. It is absurd to assume that all of the nations didn't know, and even more so to assume that the people of Germany were unaware of his plan.
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The Fascist State
Mussolini used various means to control the Italian people. His secret police watched citizens' activities and enforced government policies, although not as savagely as those in Nazi Germany, which you will learn about later in the module.
He also used propaganda to convince people to support him and Fascism. His simple slogans, such as "Mussolini is always right," indicate that he expected no argument when it came to obeying his government. He also used youth organizations and schools to indoctrinate young people in the ways of Fascism.
Mussolini, however, did not achieve the level of control that his counterparts did in Germany and Russia. He did keep some of the institutions that had existed before he came to power. He retained the King (although only a figurehead) and kept the armed forces. The Catholic Church was not only accepted, but it was during this era that Italy recognized Vatican City as a sovereign state.
The Italian Fascist regime, although one of the totalitarian governments of Europe, was certainly not in the same league as her bigger and more powerful counterparts: Russia and Germany.
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	Russia descended into revolution and then civil war. In the summer of 1918 as the civil war raged, the Bolshevik Communists (known as the "Reds") killed the Tsar and his entire family to prevent anti-Bolshevik forces (known as the "Whites") from trying to put Nicholas II back in power.
As the head of the Bolshevik Party, Vladimir Lenin quickly became a leader of the revolution.​

The civil war put the Russian economy in a continuing state of crisis. At first, the Bolsheviks organized factory workers into battalions to confiscate food from peasants and distribute it in the cities, where a food crisis was threatening further revolts. This did not end the problems.
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In 1921, Lenin introduced the New Economic Policy (NEP) to end the food shortages and stabilize production.
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In the same period, all political opposition to the Bolsheviks inside the Communist Party was suppressed. One-party rule was established. Josef Stalin, the General-Secretary of the Party, directed the Cheka (the secret police, later called the GPU, then the NKV D, and still later the KGB), to get rid of those who opposed the Bolsheviks. 

In 1922, Russia officially became the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), a name it would use for most of the century.

After Lenin's death in 1924, Josef Stalin used his position as General Secretary of the Communist Party to eliminate all those who might challenge his leadership.

Stalin created a system of forced labour camps, called gulags, where millions of Russians would be imprisoned for any offense, including the mere suspicion of unacceptable ideas. Many people would die there.
By 1929, the USSR was a dictatorship under Stalin's totalitarian rule.
Stalin never stopped pursuing those he saw as his enemies. In 1936, he began a new round of arrests and persecutions that became known as the Great Purge. Seeking to purge the country of any opposition to his power, Stalin eliminated anyone who he feared might challenge him.
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An early Nazi attempt to take over the Bavarian government by force failed. Hitler was tried and jailed. From then on, the party used the democratic system to try and gain power in the Weimar Republic. German politics in the 1920s was not like the campaigns we are familiar with in western democracies today. Political parties kept private armies to beat up their opponents and to break up opposition meetings. The Nazi Party used its Sturmabteilung (SA) paramilitary forces (storm troopers, or Brown Shirts) for these purposes.
The Nazi party's platform was largely a negative one. From the beginning, the Nazis attacked the terms of the Treaty of Versailles, which had ended WW I. They wanted a return of German lands, an end to reparations payments, and the right to rebuild German military strength. The Nazis also glorified the German people as a superior race. They blamed Germany's defeat and post-war economic problems on the Jews, who they said controlled politics and the economy. The Nazis also hated communists, who they claimed were controlled by the Jews, and made them a major target for the SA's violence.
The Nazi party's platform, Hitler's powerful speaking ability, and the use of force against opponents, attracted many supporters during the 1920s. The Nazis appealed to many traditional beliefs and prejudices in German society. Strong leadership and the restoration of a powerful Germany attracted many Germans who were tired of chaos.
In addition, the German economy was in a crisis. After the war, millions of disbanded soldiers were left without means of support. They became ready recruits for any leader, like Hitler, who promised better times. In the mid-1920s, Germany experienced massive inflation (skyrocketing prices) that wiped out savings and drove the middle classes into poverty. The government seemed unable to do much about these problems, while Hitler promised strong leadership to solve the crisis. The worldwide spread of the Great Depression following the 1929 collapse of the American stock market put millions more out of work and further strengthened Hitler's appeal.
Nazi YouthTo teach Nazi beliefs to the next generation, Hitler made it compulsory for all German children to join youth groups. There were groups for all ages, beginning at age six. Groups for boys emphasised physical development, military skills, loyalty to the leader and Nazi ideas. Groups for girls stressed physical fitness, Nazi beliefs and domestic skills.
Boys aged 14 to 18 joined the Hitlerjugend (Hitler Youth); girls aged 18 to 21 joined the Bund Deutscher Mädel (League of German Maidens). To understand a bit of what life was like for young people under Hitler, look carefully at the photos of the Hitlerjugend and Bund Deutscher Mädel and consider the following questions.
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Although the youth in the pictures might be taken for scouts or guides, Nazi youth movements were designed to teach unquestioning loyalty to Hitler, belief in Nazi racism, and physical fitness. They prepared German boys for the military and girls to be the type of wives and mothers needed to continue the "superior race" (called the "Aryan" race) and prepare it to follow Nazi ways.

​Nazi Militarism
Most aspects of public life in Hitler's Germany were designed to promote Nazi goals. Look at the photo of a Nazi political rally in Nuremberg. Look closely at the background, middle ground and foreground and consider the following:
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What aspects of this photo have a military feel?

Nazi RacismRacism was central to Nazi beliefs and to the society they created in Germany between 1933 and 1945. Hitler clearly stated his views on race inMein Kampf, his book of political ideas. These ideas shaped life in Germany under his rule.
On Aryans
If we are to divide mankind into three groups, the founders of culture, the bearers of culture, the destroyers of culture, only the Aryan could be considered...the first.... ...it is no accident that the first cultures arose in places where the Aryan, in his encounters with lower peoples, subjugated them and bent them to his will. .... As long as he (the Aryan) ruthlessly upheld the master attitude, not only did he remain master, but also the preserver and increaser of culture.
On Racial Mixing
Any crossing of two beings not at exactly the same level produces a medium between the level of the two parents. This means: the offspring will probably stand higher than the racially lower parent, but not as high as the higher one. The result of all racial crossing.... ...is nothing else but to sin against the will of the eternal creator.
On Struggle and Race
...struggle is always a means for improving a species' health and power of resistance and, therefore, a cause of higher development. The stronger must dominate and not blend with the weaker...
- extracts from Adolph Hitler, Mein Kampf,
translated by Ralph Mannheim, Houghton Miflin Company, 1943

July 18th 1925, Volume One of Adolf Hitler’s philosophical autobiography,Mein Kampf, is published. It was a blueprint of his agenda for a Third Reich and a clear exposition of the nightmare that will envelope Europe from 1939 to 1945. The book sold a total of 9,473 copies in its first year.
Hitler began composing his tome while sitting in Landsberg prison, convicted of treason for his role in the infamous Beer Hall Putsch in which he and his minions attempted to stage a coup and grasp control of the government in Bavaria. It ended in disaster, with some allies deserting and others falling into the hands of the authorities. Hitler was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment (he would serve only nine months). 
The first part of Mein Kampf, subtitled “A Reckoning,” is a 400-plus page diatribe on the problems besetting Germany—the French, who wished to dismember Germany; the lack of lebesraum, “living space,” and the need to expand east into Russia; and the baleful influence of “mongrel” races. For Hitler, the state was not an economic entity, but a racial one. Racial purity was an absolute necessity for a revitalized Germany. “[F]or men do not perish as the result of lost wars, but by the loss… of pure blood.”
As for leadership, Hitler’s Third Reich would mimic the Prussian ideal of absolute authoritarian rule. “There must be no majority decisions, but only responsible persons… Surely every man will have advisers… but the decision will be made by one man.”
So there it was: War with France, war with Russia, the elimination of “impure” races, and absolute dictatorship. Hitler laid out his political agenda a full 14 years before the outbreak of war.
Volume Two of Mein Kampf, focusing on national socialism, was published in 1927. Sales of the complete work remained mediocre throughout the 1920s. It was not until 1933, the first year of Hitler’s tenure as chancellor of Germany, that sales soared to over 1 million. Its popularity reached the point where it became a ritual to give a newly married couple a copy.
The above section was taken from: http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/mein-kampf-is-published

In 1935, the main body of race laws, usually referred to as the Nuremberg Laws, took effect. These laws clearly showed the intentions of Nazis towards those they considered to be weak in society, and particularly towards those of Jewish ancestry. Summaries of some of these early laws are provided here. Throughout the 1930s, treatment of the defenceless and the Jews grew worse and worse, until the policy of extermination—the Final Solution—was fully implemented during World War II.
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What groups were to be sterilized?
  Based on the language of the law, what would the reason for sterilizing these groups be?
  Who could be a citizen of Germany?
  What group was singled out in the law to have privileges taken away?
  How did the Nazis treat Jews who were already working for the government?
  Was a person's Jewish status defined by religious practice or by heredity?
  Could Jews marry Germans?

As a prelude to the Final Solution, Jews in the Third Reich (another name for Nazi Germany: Germany under Hitler from 1933-1945) were depicted as evil and subhuman, deprived of their rights, and discriminated against throughout the 1930s. Attacks on Jews became common. As openly anti-Semitic attitudes and behaviour became more common, German Jews were robbed of the means to make a living. They were also fined and imprisoned simply for being Jewish.
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Britain and France
From 1933-35 German rearmament could have been halted by any of the major powers. This did not happen. The British has problems of their own in the Empire.
During World War I, the British had issued the Balfour Declaration, it express support for a national home for the Jewish peoples in Palestine.  During the 1930s, many fled to Palestine from Germany. 

The British were also dealing with colonial issues in Africa and India. One example was in Kenya. Large tracts of land had been taken away from Kenyans and given to white settlers. In the 1920s there were protests. The Kikuyu Association was founded by farmers to block further land confiscation.

In India there was a movement for independence. Mohandas Gandhi had been actively pushing for independence in the Indian National Congress. The Indian people referred to him as Mahatma, which means "Great Soul".
Gandhi was an early proponent of non-violent protests and his methods would later be used by some groups in the civil rights movements in the United States.
In 1935, Britain passed the Government of India Act, expanding the role of Indians in governing themselves. This was not independence, but a step forward. Gandhi would continue with non-violent actions.

"Passive resistance is a method of securing rights by personal suffering; it is the reverse of resistance by arms... For instance, the Government of the day has passed a law which is applicable to me. I do not like it. If by using violence I force the Government to repeal the law, I am employing what may be termed body-force. If I do not obey the law and accept the penalty for it breach, I use soul-force. It involves sacrifice of the self."

Hitler's Opening Moves
He began by attacking opposition inside Germany, and rebuilding the military in violation of the peace settlements of 1919. He formed alliances to protect Germany and to weaken the western allies, who might oppose German attempts to capture more territory, further violating the Treaty of Versailles.

In 1933 when Hitler became Chancellor he had 3 basic aims:
1) Tear up the Treaty of Versailles
2) Unite all German speaking peoples.
3) Give Germans lebensraum, or "living space"

He said in a conversation with Hermann Rauschning in 1934, "We need space to make us independent... IN the east we must have mastery as far as... Iran. In the west, we need the French coast. We need Flanders and Holland. Above all, we need Sweden. We must become a colonial power. We must have see power equal to that of Britain."

At a secret meeting in 1933, Hitler announced to his generals that the army would be tripled in size (from 100,000 to 300,000). A new air ministry would build 1000 aircraft and secretly train pilots in civilian flying clubs. By March `1935 the new air force, the Luftwaffe had 2500 aircraft. At this point he decided there was no point in rearming secretly.

Hitler announced publicly that the army was to increase to 550,000 men. There would be compulsory military service for  all men.

Gaining Land
The Saar coal mining region, which had been taken from Germany in the Versailles Treaty, held a plebiscite (vote). The options: Remain in control of the League of Nations, become a part of France, or return to German control.  9 out of 10 voted to return to Germany. This was the first step to uniting all Germans in Germnay.
In 1936, German troops marched unopposed into the demilitarized Rhineland region on Germany's border with France.

In 1938, Nazi troops crossed the border into Austria and incorporated that country into the German Reich. This event was referred to as the Anschluss, or reunification.

It began with a meeting in February 1938, between Hitler and Austrian leader Schuschnigg, in which Hitler said:
"The whole history of Austria is just one uninterrupted act of treason... This must...end. The German Reich is one of the Great Powers, and nobody will raise his voice if it settles its border problems... You don't think you can move a single stone in Austria without my hearing about it?"
His other demand was that an Austrian Nazi, Seyess-Inquart, be given a government post.

Schuschnigg organized a plebiscite in response, asking if they wanted "An independent and social, a Christian and united Austria."
Hitler was furious and demanded the vote be postponed, and that Schuschnigg resign as chancellor.  If he refused, then Hitler would march his troops in. Rather than see war, Schuschnigg resigned and so did all but one government minister, Seyess-Inquart, who then invited the German army to occupy Austria.

Nazi demands to hand over the Sudetenland (German-speaking parts of Czechoslovakia) to German control led to an international crisis. In September 1938, at the Munich Conference, Britain and France agreed to the take-over of the predominantly German Sudetenland, in Bohemia.

In fall of 1938, it looked like this appeasement might create a lasting peace. The failure of the League of Nations to keep the Treaty of Versailles intact, Britain's agreement to allow Germany to have a navy of half it's size and equal in submarines, the inability to stop Germany rearmament, and the League's inability to stop Italy's movement into Ethiopia, or Japan's military movements in China / Manchuria, showed that peace was fragile. Yet it seemed like Germany might be slowing down.

Then in March 1939, Nazi troops occupied the rest of Czechoslovakia, and that country ceased to exist. This was Hitler's first seizure of lands that did not have a large German population. It was now clear to the world that his foreign policy aimed to conquer new lands for the Reich.

​From his racist point of view, this land was populated by inferior people, such as Slavs, Jews and Gypsies, and it could be put to better use serving the needs of the "master race." Of course, this meant his troops would have to conquer the land.

After this Germany turned its attention north to Poland. On March 29, 1939, the British government saw that appeasement would not work. Germany would continue to take. They then guaranteed the Polish border against German aggression.
Only 4 days later, Hitler gave secret orders to invade Poland by September 1st.

The Pact of Steel
On April 7, 1939, Mussolini and Hitler agreed to help one another in times of war.

The Nazi-Soviet Pact
On August 23, 1939 there was an agreement between German foreign minister Ribbentrop and Russian foreign minister Molotov.
1) If Germany attacked Poland, the USSR would remain neutral.
2) The two countries agreed to divide Poland between them.

We know that Germany had no desire to do this, based on its concept of lebensraum. They would take parts of the USSR once thety were done with the agreement.
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​The Outbreak of WWII
[bookmark: _GoBack]On September 1 1939, the Nazis faked a crisis and their forces crossed the border into Poland. To Hitler's surprise, Britain demanded the withdrawal of German troops from Poland, threatening to go to war if he refused.
Since Germany is geographically located between Britain and Poland, the British could not easily get troops to Poland if they declared war. Assuming that in the end they would not go to war with the Reich, Hitler ignored the ultimatum. Despite the circumstances, Britain did honour its word. On September 3, 1939, Britain declared war on the Third Reich, and World War II began.

The concept of total war means that the entire population is mobilized as part of a nation's war effort. Even those who are not fighting on a battlefield are involved in some way in the war effort. For example, even though people were not fighting as soldiers, they could play a support role by working in factories making munitions, working on farms to support the troops, making bandages, participating in ladies aid groups, and so on. The work required to support a total war effort is endless.
In a Total War, each side targets both the enemy's soldiers on the battlefield and the entire enemy population by all possible and available means. This includes the bombing of civilians, attacks on passenger ships and the internment of those considered a threat. After all, in total war, all civilians are seen as contributing to the war effort.
In the case of the Second World War, every aspect of war was at a level never seen before. That war was unprecedented in almost every way, including:
· the level of mobilization.
· the huge amount of territory being contested.
· the sheer numbers of active combatants and civilians involved in the war effort.
· the targeting of civilians and their property. (THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF TERROR)
· the general disregard for the damage being done.
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Law for the Protection of Hereditary Health (July 14, 1933) !
Article !
(1) Anyone who suflers from an inhertable isease may be surgicaly steized.
(2) [nhertable diseases include] foeble-mindedness, schizophrenia, manic-depression,
eplepsy, Huntnglon's Chorea, heredtary bindness or deafness,innrtable 3
malfomatons. E
(3) ~.anyone suttrng fom clvonic alcoholis may akso be steiized

| The Reich Citizenship Law (Sept. 15, 1935
 Aticet

| [The Reich and tislaw would define who woul be given itzenship n the Reich |

Articie 2

(1) Aciizen ofthe Reich may be only one who i of German o kindred blood, and (who s lyalfo Germany).
(2) The rght o ciizenship s obtained by the grant of Reich ctzenship papers

(3) Only e citzen of he Reich may enjoy ful polical ign.

Law for the Protection of German Blood and German Honour (Sept. 15, 1935)
Section 1
Mariages between Jows and ciizens of German or Kindred blood are forbidden.
Section2
‘Sexval reations outside mariage between Jews and nasonals of German or indred blood are ortidden.
Section3
Jews il ot be permited fo employ female ciizens of German o kindred bood as domestic senvarts.
 sections

[Persons vilatng sectons 1:and 2] wil be punished with hardlabout [Persons vilaing Secton 3 wilbe
punished with imprisonment up 1 a year fandior a ie.

First Supplementary Decree (Nov. 14, 1835)

Article3

Only citizens o the Reich, as beares offullpofica ight, can exerise he right of voing n poiical mters,
‘and have the ight o hld pubic offce

Aticle &

(1) A Jew camotbe a ciizen of the Reich. He cannot exercise the ight 0 vote; e cannot hok public ofice.
(2) Jewish officils wi be retred as of December 31, 1935

Article 5

(1) Adew s an incividual who ' descended fom a east e grandparents who were, racialy, full Jews.

o

| (2) Adewis also an indidual who i descended fom two fullJewish grandparens
(@) e was  member o the Jewish regious conmuny when tis Law was ssued, o joned the communty later;,
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Sales of Dugdale abridgment in the United Kingdom.

Year OnHand Editions Printed Sold Gross Royalties Commission Tax Net Royalties
1933 1-8 19,400 | 18,125

1934 | 1,275 9-10 3,500 4695 |£7.1.2 £154.4 £58.5.6/ RM 715
1935 |79 11-12 3,500 2989 £74.186 £14 £7.3 £52.15.1/RM653
1936 | 590 13-16 7,000 3,633 |£243.14.1 £48.14.10 £36.17.5 | £158.1.1/ RM1,941
1937 | 2,055 17-18 7,000 8648 |£1734 £35.6 £233 £114.4 /RM1424
1938* | 16,442 19-22 25,500 | 53,738  £1,037.23 £208 £193.91 | £635.68 /RM 7410

« In 1938, 8,000 copies were sold in the United States.
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