Chapter 10 – Europe in the Middle Ages

Section 1 – Peasants, Trade, & Cities

The New Agriculture

· The population increased dramatically in the Middle Ages (doubled)

· Why?

· Conditions in Europe were more settled & peaceful

· Food production increased

· Technological advances aided the development of farming

· Carruca – heavy, wheeled plow

· New horse collar

· *Shift from two-field system to a three-field system of crop rotation

The Manorial System

· Feudal system created alliances between lords & vassals

· Manor – an agricultural estate run by a lord & worked by peasants

· Serfs – peasants who were legally bound to the land
· Labor services: worked 3-4 days a week on the lord’s land

· Paid rents: gave the lord a share of every product they raised

· Subject to lord’s control: could not leave the manor without lord’s permission, tried in the lord’s own courts, paid the lord to ground own flour in the mills

· Serfs were not slaves!

· Their land could not be taken away and lord had to protect them

Daily Life of the Peasantry

· Peasants lived in simple wood homes with one or two rooms
· Seasons of the year determined their activites:

· August & September – harvest times
· October – worked the ground for planting crops
· November – slaughtered excess animals
· February & March – plowed land for planting crops

· Early summer – weeding & caring of crops

· Serfs had to work own land & the land of the lord

· Religious holidays provided breaks:

· Christmas – birth of Christ

· Easter – resurrection of Christ

· Pentecost – descent of the Holy Spirit on Christ’s disciples

· Sunday mass, baptisms, weddings, & funerals

· Women had to work the fields, manage the household, & bear children

· Diet consisted mainly of bread & wine
The Revival of Trade

· Cities in Italy took the lead in the revival of trade
· Venice – developed a fleet of trading ships

· Flanders – center of trade in Northern Europe

· Counts of  Champagne set up trade fairs to encourage trade 

· Six were held each year
· Merchants from northern Europe brought furs, woolen cloth, tin, hemp, and honey
· Merchants from northern Italy brought silk, sugar, and spices of the East
· Money economy – economic system based on money rather than trading goods

· Commercial capitalism – economic system in which people invested in trade & goods in order to make a profit 

The Growth of Cities

· Because of trade revival cities grew
· Bourgeoisie – merchants and artisans from the walled cities

· Towns were often part of the lord’s territory, but townspeople needed freedom to trade

· Lords sold to the townspeople certain liberties:

· Right to buy and sell property
· Freedom from military service
· Written law that guaranteed the freedom of townspeople

· Right for an escaped serf to become free after 1 year and 1 day of living in the town

· Right to govern selves & have own courts of law

Daily Life in the Medieval City

· Towns were surrounded by stone walls – streets were narrow & winding
· Danger of fire was great

· Cities were dirty, smelly, & polluted

· Water pollution was particularly bad – relied on wells for water

· Women – many led very independent lives; expected to:

· Supervise the household

· Prepare meals

· Raise the children

· Manage the families finances

Industry & Guilds

· Towns became important centers for manufacturing
· Guilds – business associations – one for almost every craft (tanners, carpenters, bankers, and bakers)

· Craft guilds directed every aspect of the production process

· Specified production methods

· Fixed prices for selling goods

· Determined the number of people who could enter the trade & procedure to do so

· Apprentice – Person who wanted to learn a trade; age of 10 – not paid, but received room & board

· Journeyman – after 5-7 years; worked for wages

· Masters – had to complete a masterpiece to be judged & then joined the guild


Chapter 10 Section 2 Christianity and Medieval Civilization
Church organized like a nation:

· Ruler (Pope)

· Government (clergy)
· Taxes (tithe) 10% of their produce

· Courts (canon law)

Lay Investiture

· Secular rulers appointed church officers
· Pope Gregory VII chose to fight this practice
· Led to a conflict with Henry IV
Investiture Controversy

· Struggle between Pope Gregory VII & King Henry IV
· Agreement reached in the Concordat of Worms – bishop would first be elected by church officials & then pay homage to the king

Pope Innocent III

· Believed he was the supreme judge of European affairs
· Used spiritual weapons to achieve his political ends
· Interdict – forbids priests from giving the sacraments to a particular group of people

Hildegrad of Bingen

· German nun
· One of the first women composers – Gregorian chant
· Her work is especially remarkable because she succeeded in a man’s world

Fransiscans

· Founded by Saint Francis of Assisi
· Francis was born to a wealthy Italian merchant family
· Spiritual experiences led him to abandon all worldly goods to live & preach in poverty

Dominicans

· Founded by Spanish priest Dominic de Guzman
· Wanted to defend the church teachings from heresy
· Heretics – denied basic church doctrines
· Believed the best way to attack heretics was to form new religious orders of men who lived lives of poverty & preached effectively

The Inquisition

· Court that tried heretics
· Heretics were punished until confessed or executed
· Heresy was a crime against God & humanity – thought using force to save souls from damnation was the right thing

Religious Beliefs

· Sacraments
· Saints
· Relics -object connected with a saint
· Pilgrimage
Chapter 10 Section 3 - The Culture of the High Middle Ages

Revival of Learning

1. Universities established in big cities – first university Bologna Italy

2. Scholasticism – Attempt to harmonize Christian teaching with philosophy of the Greeks (Aristotle)

Thomas Aquinas

· Summa Theologica

· No conflict between logic and faith
· Some truths can only be understood by faith
Most writing was in Latin, but some in Vernacular (everyday language)

 Vernacular Literature

· Chanson de geste: Heroic Epic poetry - Song of Roland 

· Heroic Epic poetry describes battles and political contest
· Love songs and poetry
· Dante-The Divine Comedy (trip to hell)
· Chaucer-Canterbury Tales (Pilgrims going to Canterbury)
Woman on a pedestal (idealized)

Eleanor of Aquitaine and the Court of Love

ARCHITECTURE

· Cathedrals: Cities of God

· Old style: Romanesque 

· rounded arches 

· thick walls

· small windows

· New Style: Gothic 
· First: 1137 St. Denis

· pointed Arches

· ribbed vault’s

· flying buttresses 

· stained glass windows 

Chapter 10 Section 4: The Late Middle Ages

I. The Black Death (bubonic plague most common form)

  The Black Death was the most devastating natural disaster in European history.

  Source of the Black Death

  Black rats infested with fleas carrying the deadly bacterium.

  The Black Death followed the trade routes a spread quickly.

  As many as 38 million died in a 4 year period.

  The plague led to an outbreak of anti-Semitism.

  Strong Economic Consequences:

  1.  Trade declined

  2.  Price of labor rose because a shortage of labor 

  3.  Food prices fell due to a lower demand of it.

  4.  Shortage of labor=freedom of serfs

II. The Decline of Church Power

  Church high point reached in 13th century

  The Great Schism 1378-1417

  It originated in 1300 with the struggle between Pope Boniface VIII and Philip IV over authority of the French Bishops      

  Philip IV had him arrested. (Pope later died)

  French King Philip IV forced election of 1st French Pope (Clement V) 1305

  Clement V moved Popes residence to Avignon 1305-1377. This was very upsetting                             to many people. 

  Pope Gregory XI moved residence back to Rome in 1377.

  In 1378 College of Cardinals elected an Italian Pope Urban VI.

  French Cardinals elected a Frenchman as Pope. He went to Avignon.

  Each Pope denounced the other.

  The Schism ended in 1417 with the Council of Constance.

  The Holy Roman Emperor fired everyone and had a new pope elected, and moved     back to Rome.

  This crisis within the Catholic Church led to cries for reform.

  In 1415 John Hus called for an end of corruption within the Catholic Church.

  The Church accused Hus of heresy by the Council of Constance-Hus was double   crossed and burned at the stake.

  Touches off the Hussite Wars

  The Church losses much of its political power in the early 1400’s

III. The Hundred Years’ War 1337-1453

In addition to economic crises, plague, and the decline of the Church, political instability was also a problem for the late Middle Ages.

It started in 1337 when French King Philip VI seized the last English territory in France. (duchy of Gascony). King Edward III of England declared war on France in 1337.

The Hundred Years’ War proved to be an important turning point in the history of warfare.

It was the peasant foot soldiers, not the knights, who won the chief battles.

The peasant foot soldiers were armed with pikes and longbows. They much greater striking power, longer range, and a more rapid rate of fire than the crossbow.

Outnumbered English slaughtered French knights

English Longbow and French mistakes= victory

French King and his son captured

King Henry V becomes a hero.

High water mark for England

Joan of Arc a teenage peasant heard heavenly voices that had commanded her to free France.

Treaty after Agincourt called for Henry V to inherit France on the death of         Charles VI

Joan convinced The Dauphin (son of the previous king) to fight for the throne

Led by Joan, French won Battle of Orleans, and the Dauphin was crowned Charles VII 

Joan was captured and executed at Rouen by the English for heresy- Charles did nothing to save her.

Charles VII became a great King

Result of the Hundred Years’ War

England was removed from France

End of the Age of Chivalry 

Ended age of Castles, armor and Knights

It created a strong national monarchy in England, France and Spain.

Political Recovery

France

Much of France Devastated 

King gained power

Created a sense of nationalism

England

Sense of nationalism

Strengthened Parliament

The Wars of the Roses

1455--Henry VI (Lancaster--White rose) (Who lost 100 Years War) 

Wars began when Yorks (Red rose) challenged the Lancasters (White rose) for the throne.

Richard III, last York king

Richard killed at Battle of  Bosworth 1485 

Victor at Bosworth, Henry Tudor (Lancaster) who became Henry VII

Ended wars by abolishing private armies and lowers taxes

