C%apfer 7

Take a
Stand/Propose
a Solution

If you had to choose one, would you rather have a voice like Gilbert
Gottfried or have a voice like Elmo?

This silly question, which [ give to my students, is the first step toward
getting them to take a stand. (If your students are unfamiliar with
Gottfried’s voice, show them the following YouTube clip: http://
www.youtube.com!watch?vszoredemQO.) After a minute or two of
discussing this question, I break my students into four groups and
present each group with another question to ponder (all taken from or
influenced by Justin Heimberg and David Gomberg’s [1997] Would You
Rather ... ?):

1. Would you rather be able to pause the world around you or t0
silence it? (38)
Would you rather be able to fast forward life or to rewind it? (45)
3. ‘Would you rather live in a world without cell phones or a world
without computers?
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4. Woula you rather spend a five-hour car ride with Bill Gates or
with Taylor Lautner/Kim Kardashian? (196) (In this one, the
reader fills in the blanks.) |

My students were asked to write quick reflections, which generated
opposing stances. Here are some excerpts from their writer’s notebooks:

Would you rather be able to fast forward life or to rewind it?
1 would rather rewind life because I would rather fast forward life,

I could re-do the bad parts. [ because what I have already done I
would change some things, like the have already done, and these
first time 1 wet the bed. I could events have helped to make me

avoid some of the fights I got into. ~ what Iam today. Also, I'd like to
I would avoid getting lost. I could fast forward just to see where I will

also go back to some of the end up in life, how it will be
highlights, like seeing my first different from now. I also want to
crush again. If I could do it right see how our generation will turn

the first time, ] would not have any ~ out.
desire to fast forward my life. Also,

if I had the ability to rewind life,

would never die. I could re-live my
teenage years as often as I want.

Would you rather spend a five-hour car ride with Bill Gates or with Taylor Lautner/
Kim Kardashian?

I would rather be in a five-hour car ride 1 would rather spend a five-hour car ride
with Taylor Lautner because he would have  with Bill Gates. He’s a smart businessman
more normal things to talk about than a and he’s the richest man in the world. Plus,

man who is the richest in the world. I would the car ride mightbein a stretch Hummer
also have more questions to ask him than I limo. Also, he could give me some pointers

would to Bill Gates, because most of the on how to make it big in this world. Who
questions related to Gates would have to do  wouldn’t want advice from him? If he were
with money. [ am afraid I might ask him happy, maybe he would drop some cash on
some rude questions about money. Besides, me. Taylor Lautner and Kim Kardashian are
there is a high chance that Taylor Lautner famous for being brainless.

would be a lot more fun than Bill Gates. I
mean no offense to the richest guy in the
world, but what exactly would we talk about
that would be interesting to both of us? I
guess we could talk about computers.
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Taking a Stand

Admittedly silly; the “Would you rather?” game is 2 strategy designed to get
py students O think about taking a stand. After this ten-minute Warm- ups
[ move them into deeper Waters by having them recount an argument they
have had with @ family member Of friend. To flush out all sides of the
issues, students are asked to complete a Four-Square Argument Chart:

FOUR-SGUARE ARGUMENT CHART
What are the main points of your What are the main arguments of your

argument? pdrents/ friends?
\What are the counterarguments you will  What are the counterargumenis you
hear from your pcrents/?ﬂends'@ would present to your family/friends?

In the upper left-hand cornet of the chart, students state their sides of
the issues. ThiS, of course, is the €asy part of the assignment. srudents have
no problem airing their grievances. The harder part of the assignment
comes when [ ask them to remember the immortal words of Atticus Finch,
who in To Killa Mockingbird said, “You never really understand a person
until you consider things from his point of view . - - until you climb into
his skin and walk around in i (Lee 1960, 30). With this in mind, 1 have
the students revisit their arguments in the lower left-hand corner of the
chart, this time listing, the counterarguments they would hear from the
opposition (in this casé, their parents 0T friends). From there, the students
move to the upper right-hand side of the chart, where We repeat the
process, this time standing in the shoes of our parents Of friends and
listing their central arguments. The students then complete the chart in
the lower right-hand corner by listing their counterarguments (see Figure
7.1 fora student’s example).

Often, students rush to an opinion without thoroughly considering the
other side of (he issue. What ] like about the Four-Square Argument Chart
is that it requires MYy students O climb into someone else’s skin.

As 1 move 1y students closer to writing essays in which they take a
stand, it 18 imperative that T design lessons that require them 10 see both
sides of the 18s0€S they will be addressing.

Knowing Both Sides of an Issue

As [ write this chapter, We are two weeks away from an election. In
California, the initiative that is ceceiving the most attention is
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Figure 7.1
Aine’s Four-Square
Argument Chart
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1n 2 sentence or two, explain an argument you have had with a parent or friend:
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Proposition 19. If passed, this proposition will legalize marijuana. When I
brought up the issue of Proposition 19 in class one day, the conversation
went something like this:

Mr. Gallagher: As you know, Proposition 19, if passed, will legalize
marijuana. How many of you support the passage of this initiative?

(A number of students raise their hands.)

Mr. Gallagher: How many of you oppose this initiative?
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(A number of students raise their hands.)

Mr. Gallagher: You are all wrong. Both sides are Wrong.

Marke: How can both sides be wrong?

M. Gallagher: Do you Kknow all of the arguments on both sides of the
issue? Do you know all the counterarguments on both sides of the
issue?

Flleni: I know the main argument for passing it.

Mr. Gallagher: That is not what I asked. Do you know all of the
arguments and all of the counterarguments? Does anyone in this
classroom know all of the arguments and all of the
counterarguments?

(Cue crickets chirping.)

Mr. Gallagher: Well, then how can you be sure you are right when you
don’t thoroughly understand both sides of the issue?

(Crickets get louder.)

Mr. Gallagher: Let this be the first lesson in taking a stand. Everyone is
quick to throw out an opinion, but you should never take a stand until
you have thoroughly farniliarized yourself with both sides of the issue.

To help my students familiarize themselves with both sides of
Proposition 19, 1 presented them with the arguments, pro and con, found
in the Official Voter Information Guide (2010). In Figure 7.2, you will see
the arguments in favor of passing the initiative, followed at the bottom of
the page with rebuttals to these arguments. In Figure 7.3, you will find
arguments against Proposition 19, again followed at the bottom of the
page with rebuttal arguments. (Both sets of arguments can be found in
Appendix 8.)

Notice that if you were t0 place the documents in Figures 7.2 and 7.3
side by side, they would form a version of the Four-Square Argument Chart
I mentioned eatlier in this chapter. With the four squares in front of them,
I had students take yellow highlighters and mark all the arguments in favor
of the proposition. When this was completed, T had the students take 2
second lap, this time using pink highlighters to mark all the arguments
opposing the initiative. Once they knew all of the arguments 01l both sides
of the argument, they were ready to begin thinking about Writing.

Drafting the Paper

When it was time to start drafting, 1 wrote first, reminding my students
that an effective introduction should have two clements: a hook and a
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Figure 7.2 California’s Voter Guide for Proposition 19:  Figure 7.3 California’s Voter Guide for Proposition 19:
Arguments for and Against Rebuttals to Arguments

thesis statement. I shared with them two different introductions to the
same essay that I had written. (In doing so, I chose a different proposition
to write about to avoid my students copying my examples. Instead of
writing about Proposition 19, I wrote about Proposition 25, which asked
voters to change the requirement for a law to be enacted from a two-thirds
vote in the state legislature to a simple majority vote.)

Introduction 1

Here we go again. Bvery year it is the same story. The deadline to
pass a state budget comes and goes without one being passed,
causing massive financial gridlock. Why does this happen every year?
Because current law requires a two-thirds vote to pass a state budget,
which inevitably results in our legislators arguing themselves into
paralysis. Meanwhile, months pass without a budget in place,
causing schools to suffer, services to be cut, and taxpayers to pay
additional interest on top of the debt. This destructive cycle has to
stop, and Proposition 25, which will replace the two-thirds vote with
a simple majority vote, is an important step in the right direction.
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Introduction 2

Over 16,000 teachers in California were laid off last year and more
than 26,000 pink slips were issued because of our state’s budget
mess. Why? Because there was no state budget in place, and when
there is no state budget in place, schools have no way of accurately
budgeting for the upcoming school year. Because California
requires a two-thirds vote to pass a budget, the simple truth is that
it has become far too difficult to get anything done. This
destructive cycle has to stop, and Proposition 25, which will
replace the two-thirds vote with a simple majority, is an important
step in the right direction. If we want to end this damaging budget
cycle, we must vote yes on s

[ shared both of my introductions with my students, pointing out that
cach of them begins with a hook and ends with a thesis statement. We dis-
cussed the strengths and weaknesses of each draft, and then my students
wrote two different introductions to their Proposition 19 essays. Upon
completion of their two introductions, I had students share their drafts
with one another, garnering feedback as to which of their introductions
was most effective.

When it was time to begin drafting the body of the essay, I suggested a
couple of different paragraph templates.

The Hamburger

In this approach, the writer takes stand, recognizes the opposition, and
then counters the opposition. Again, I went first by drafting an example
(the counterarguments are in bold):

Proposition 25 is simple reform that will break the gridlock and
ensure that budgets will be passed on time. This is important
because when last year’s budget ran late, the state issued 450,000
JOUs to small businesses, state workers, and other who do
business with the state. This ended up costing taxpayers over $8
million in interest payments alone. Passing Proposition 25 will
discourage this from happening again, as it holds legislators
accountable when they don’t do their jobs (actually docking their
salaries every day the budget is late). Opponents of this
proposition scream that this is misleading because politicians
would never support an initiative that would cost them money
from their own wallets. They are wrong. The language of the
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budget clearly states they will have their pay reduced, and what's
more, they cannot legally recover any of this lost money after a
budget is finally passed. Because of this possible loss of personal
income, Proposition 25 will motivate lawmakers to agree on a
timely budget.

I then had the students practice the hamburger paragraph. Here is an
example from Eric (counterarguments are in bold):

Proposition 19 undermines the safety regulations of the road. It fails

]

to include a standard for what constitutes “driving under the

influence.” Under Prop 18, a driver can legally be on the road even
if 2 blood test has shown that he is being affected by marijuana.
supporters of the legisfation says that Prop 19 was carefully
written to ensure safety, but how “carefully” written can it be if
drivers can still drive with marijuana in their systems? Mothers

Prop 19 because it

\st Drunk Driving (MADD) strongly oppose

won't allow law enforcement to take action against stoned drivers.
¢ how many drunk drivers there are on the
L

road: it is even scarier 10 think that we will now have a bunch « f

se the proposition fails to keep our streets

by the California Police Chiefs Association.

Set Them Up; Knock Them Down

In this approach, the writer begins with a counterargument and then
spends the rest of the paragraph knocking it down. Again, I modeled this
by drafting an example for my students (counterarguments are in bold):

Opponents of Proposition 25 scream that the initiative is
misleading because politicians would never support a law that
would cost them money from their own wallets. They are wrong,.
The language of the budget clearly states they will have their pay
reduced, and what’s more, they cannot legally recover any of this
Jost money after a budget is finally passed. Because of this possible
loss of personal income, Proposition 25 will motivate lawmakers
to agree on a timely budget. Proposition 25 is simple reform that
will break the gridlock, ensuring that budgets will be passed on
time. This is important because when last year’s budget ran late,
the state issued 450,000 IOUs to small businesses, state workers,
and other who do business with the state. This ended up costing
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taxpayers over $8 million in interest payments alone. Passing
Proposition 25 will discourage this from happening again, as it
holds legislators accountable when they don’t do their jobs
(actually docking their salaries every day the budget is late).
Opponents of this proposition scream that this is misleading
because politicians would never support an initiative that would
personally cost thern. This argument is 2 red herring, We don’t
need politicians to support it; we need the voters of California to
make it law. Then the politicians will have to abide by it.

Students were then asked to emulate the set them up; knock them down
approach. Here s an example from Elleni (counterarguments are in bold):

Supporters of Proposition 19 always point out that our
current laws have failed. They say that rather than accepting
things the way they are, that the state should legalize and

P

are wrong. rrop 2.

control the distribution of marijuana. The
nroponants "forget” to include a stan {ard for what constitutes as
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To avoid stilted, repetitive essays, [ asked students to miX their
approaches to their body paragraphs. In other words, I did not want four
consecutive hamburger paragraphs. A student, for example, might start
with a hamburger paragraph, move to a set them up; knock them down
paragraph, and then return to another hamburger paragraph. As always, I
modeled first. In Figure 7.4, you will see how I mixed the approaches to the

body paragraphs of my essay-

Writing the Conclusion

Refore writing our conclusions, 1 shared the dos and don’ts found in
Figure 7.5.1 reviewed each of them and then drafted a conclusion in front

of my students:

S

e ¥
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Proposition 25 is simple reform that will break the gridlock and ensure that budgsts will be passed on time.
This is important because when last year's budget ran late, the state issued 450,000 IOUs fo small
businesses, state workers, and other who do business with the state. This ended up costing taxpayers over
$8 million in interest payments alone. Passing Proposition 25 will discourage this from happening again, as
it holds legislators accountable when they don't do their jobs {actually docking their salaries every day the
budget is late). Opponents of this proposition scream that this is misleading because
politicians would never support an initiative that would cost them money from their own
wallets. They are wrong. The language of the budget clearly states they will have their pay reduced, and
what's more, they cannot legally recover any of this lost meney after o budget is finally passed. Because of
this possible loss of personal income, Proposition 25 will motivate lawmakers to agree on a fimely budget.

Those who oppose Prop 25 claim that passing it will give lawmakers more of an
opportunity to raise our taxes. Without a required fwo-thirds majority, they argue, we
will be much more endangered by higher taxes. This argument, however, does not hold water. [f
you read the initiative closely, you will notice that the twothirds requirement fo raise taxes is actually sfill in
place. That will not change. What does change is that lawmakers will be able to pass budgets without
having fo get a two-thirds majority. This is needed under the current system because no one is held
accountable when a budget the gridlocked. Schools suffer. Businesses suffer. But lawmakess continue getting
paid. Prop 25 will change this by hitting lawmakers where it hurts—their wallets. The people who oppose
this inifiative are using the prospect of higher taxes as a scare factic. “Higher taxes” is a red herring
designed to get people to take their eyes of the real issues.

Another benefit to passing Prop 25 is that it removes power from the small number of legislators who
hold the budget for “ransom” every year. Because twothirds vote is needed, some lawmakers hold out for
special perks for themselves, often spending our money on their pet projects, or by giving billions in tax
breaks to narrow corporate interests. Opponents argue that passing Prop 25 will not eliminate
this problem, that there will still be lawmakers who will attempt to hold the budget
ransom. Changing the law to o simple maijority law will not change this, they argue. Though there is some
truth to this argument, common sense says this problem will be lessened when budgets are easier to pass.
There may be some situations where this remains a problem, but, clearly, passing Prop 25 will meke it far
less likely this “hostage taking” will occur.

According to the voting guide, “Late budgets wasle tax money and inflate the costs of building schools
and roads.” Last year, for example “when the budget was late, road projects were shut down then restarted
days later, costing taxpayers millions of dollars and further damaging California’s credit rating.” Some
might argue this is the price we have fo pay fo ensure that a reasonable budget gefs
passed, but | disagree. As the voter's guide states, “Real people suffer when legislators play games with
the budget.” Taxpayers are punished, funding for schools is delayed, public safety is underfunded, and
health care and services for seniors are used as bargaining chips. Prop 25 won’t make all of these issues
disappear, but it will certainly encourage lawmakers to address them in a more fimely manner.

Figure 7.4 My Model Essay for Taking a Stand (Counterarguments in Bold)

Are we really going to go down this same, tired road again?
Another hopelessly deadlocked budget? Lawmakers who can’t
agree? Taxpayers penalized by this legislative paralysis? If we do
not rally and pass Proposition 25, we will end up exactly where we
started—budget hell. Fortunately, it doesn’t have to end this way.
Proposition 25 offers hope to all Californians who are sick of the
yearly budget paralysis. The system is clearly broken, Proposition
25 is the remedy, and the time to pass it is now.
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Do Don't

Ask a provoccﬁv-e question Simply restate your thesis statement

Leave with an inferesting quotation Introduce a bruﬁd new idea

Call for action | | Focus on d n;linor poin“r of the essay

Loop back to the anecdote in the introduction Use the following phrases: “In canclusion,” “In
summary,” or “In closing”

End with a warning Add exira information that should have been in the
body of the essay

Paint a sfrong image
Express your hopes
Answer the “So what@” question

Point to broader implications

Sources: University of Richmond Wiriting Center 2010
Maple Woods Community College Writing Center 2071
The Whiting Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 2011

Figure 7.5 Writing a Conclusion: Dos and Don’ts

When I finished this draft, I asked students to look at the “Do” column
in Figure 7.5 and then identify which of the strategies I employed. They
noticed that rather than simply sticking to a single strategy, I used three of
them: 1 asked provocative questions, I issued a warning, and 1 offered hope.

Students then drafted their own conclusions. Luis, for example, used
questions and intentional repetition in his conclusion:

Proposing Solutions

Educator Edward Tufte once said, “The point of the essay is to change
things.” With this in mind, I want to bring my students beyond simply

s I ———————
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Appendix 8: Proposition 19 Pro/Con Arguments
Pro:

pRop  LEGALIZES MARWUANA UNDER CALIFORNIA BUT NOT FEDERAL LAW.
FERMITS LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO REGULATE AND TAX COMMERCIAL
PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION, . AND SALE OF MARKUANA. INITIATIVE  STATUTE.

P
i

ARGUNMENT [ FAVOR QF PRAPOSITION 19

PROPOSITION 19 COMMON  SENSE CONTROL  OF Police, Sheritfs, and Judges support Proposition 19.

MARIJUANA HELP FIGHT THE DRUG CARTELS

* Today, hundreds of millions of taxpayet dollars are spent Marijuana prohibition nas created vicious drug cartels across

enforcing the failed pmhiﬁ'ltinn of marijuana . (also Known 28 our border, In 2008 alone, cartels urdered 6,290 civilians

“gannubis"). in Mexico-more  (han all US. wroops killed in Iraq and
Currently, marijuana is easier for kids w get than alcohol, Afghanistan combined.

because dealers don't require 1D- 60 percent of drug cartel revenue comes from the illegal US.
Prohibition has ereated 4 violent criminal market run by wmarijuana mArket.

By controlling murijuand. Proposition 19 will help cut off

international  drug cartels.

Police waste millions of taxpayer dollars targeting non-violent funding to the cartels.

marijuang CONSUINELS, while thousands of violent crimes £0 GENERATE BILLIONS IN REVENUE TO FUND WHAT
unsolved. . MATTERS
And there is $14 billion in marijuana sales every yoar n California faces historie deficits, which, if state govermnment
California, but our dent-ridden  state gets nothing from it. doesn't balance the budget, could Jead to higher taxes and fees
Marijuana prohibition has failed. for the public, and more cuts 10 vital services. Meanwhile, there
WE NEED A COMMON SENSE APPROACH TO is $14 billion in marijuand {ransactions every yeat in California,
CONTROL AND TAX MARUUANA LIKE ALCOHOL. but we sec none of the revenue that would come from taxing it
Proposition 19 was carefully written 10 g€t arijuana under Proposition 19 cnables state and Jocal governments O 1%
control. marijuana, s0We can preserve vital services.
Under Proposition 19 only adults 21 and over can. possess up The State's tax collector, \he Board of Equalization. 5ays

to"one ounce of marijuana, 10 be-consumed  at home oF Ticensed taring marijuana would generate $1.4 billion m ‘annual revenue,
etablishments,  Medical marijuana parients’ rights are preserved: which could fund jobs, healtheare, public safoty, parks. roads.

{f we can control and tax alcohol, we can control and tax transportation, and more.

marijuand. ) LET'S REFORM CALIFORNIA'S MARIJUANA LAWS
PUT STRICT SAFETY CONTROLS ON MARIUANA Oudawing marijuana hasn't stopped 100 million Americans
Proposition 19 maintains strict criminal penalties for driving from trying it. But we can cantrol i, make it harder for kids 0
under the influence, increnses penalties for providing marijuana get, weakell the cartels, focus police resources o violent crime,
to minors. and bans moking it in public, oa school grounds, and genetate billions in revenue and savings.

and around miicots. We need a common sense approach 10 control marijuana.
proposition 19 keeps workplaces safe, by preserving the right YES on 19.
of employers 0 maintain 2 drug-free workplace.

pUT POLICE PRIORITIES WHERE THEY BELONG

According 1o the FBL, in 2008 over 61,000 Californians were JOSEPH D. McNAMARA, San Jose Police Chief (Ret)

arrested for misdemeanor marijuans - possession, while 60,000 JAMES P. GRAY, Orange County Superior Court Judge (Ret}
viglent crimes went unsolved. BY ending arrests. of non-vielent STEPHEN DOWNING, Deputy Chief (Ret)
marijuana_consumers, police will save hundreds of millions of S onwiineles Police Department 1

g

taxpayer doliars & year, and be able to focus on the real threat:
violent crime.

REBUTTALTO ARGUMENT 1N FAVORQF PROPOSIFION 19

As California public safety leaders, we agres that Proposition California can meet federal drug-fiee warkplace standards, of
19 is flawed public policy and would compromise the safety of qualify for federal contracts. The California State Firefighters
our roadways, workplaces, and communities. Before voting on Association wans this one drafting mistake alone could cost
this proposition, please take a few minutes Lo read it. thousands of Californians 10 los& their jobs.

Proponents claim, "Proposition ‘19 maintains strict criminal Again, contrary [o what proponents say. the statewide

uence.” That statement 15 organizations representing police. sheriffs and drug court judges

penalties for driving under the infl 1
fulse. In fact, Proposition 19 gives drivers the “right’ to T2 arc all urging you 1o VOl& “No' on Propositon 19, Passige
19 seriously compromises the safety of our

marijuana right up to the peint when they climb behind the of Propo_si_ﬁon .
wheel, but unlike a5 with drunk driving, Proposition 19 fails 10 communities, roadways, and workplaces.
provide the Highway Patrol with any tests of objective standards

for determining what constitutes "driving under the influence.’  STEVE COOLEY, District Attorney

That's why Mothers  Against Drunk Driving (MADD) strongly Los Angeles County

opposes Proposition 19. KAMALA HARRIS, District Attorney
Proponents claim Proposition 19is ‘[pn:serv'mg the right of San Francisco County

employers 10 aintain a drug-free workplace.” This is also false.  KEVIN NIDA, President

According to the California Chamber of Commerce, the facts California State Firefighters Association

are that Proposition 19 creates special rights for employees o
POSHESS marijuana on the jab, and that means no company it
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Appendix 8: (continued)

Con:

prop  LEGALIZES MARIJUANA UNDER CALIFORNIA BUT NOT FEDERAL LAW.

3

Even if you support legalization of recreational marijuana, you
should vote "No" on Proposition 19.

Why? Because the authors made several huge mistakes in
writing this initiative which will have severe, unimended
consequences.

For example, Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MAD D)
strongly opposes Proposition 19 because it will prevent bus and
trucking companies from requiring their drivers to be drug-free.
Companies won't be able to take action against a "stoned" driver
uptil afrer he or she has a wreck, not before.

School districts may currently require school bus drivers 10
be drug-free, but if Proposition 19 passes, their hands will be
(ied-until  afrer tragedy strikes. A school bus driver would be
forbidden to smoke marijuana on schools grounds or while
acroally behind the wheel, but could arrive for work with
marijaana in his or her system.

Public school superintendent John Smavely, Ed.D. warns that
Proposition 19 could cost our K-12 schools as much as §9.4
billion in lost federal funding. Another error could potentially
cost schools hundreds of millions of dollars in federal grants
for.Our colleges and universities.J9ur schools have already
experienced severe budget cuts due o the state budget crisis.

The California Chamber of Commerce found that "if passed,
this initiative could result in employers losing public contracts
and grants because they could no longer effectively enforce
the drug-free workplace requirements outlined by the federal
government. "

Employers who permit employees to sell cosmetics or school
candy bars to co-workers in the office, may now also be Tequired
10 allow any employee with a "license” 10 scll marijuana in the
office.

THE CHOICE IS CLEAR: REAL CONTRGL OF
MARLIUANA, OR MORE OF THE SAME

Let's be honest, Qur marijuana laws have failed. Rather than
accepting things as they are, we can control marijuana.

Like the prohibition of alcohol in the past. outlawing
marijoana hasn't worked. It's created a criminal market run by
violent drug cartels, wasted police resources, and drained our
state and local budgets. Proposition 19 is a more honest policy,
and acommon sense solution to these problems. Propaosition
19 will control marijuana Iike alcohol, making it available only
<o adults, enforce strong driving and workplace safety laws, put
police priorities where they belong. and generare billions in
needed revenue.

THE CHOICE IS CLEAR: REAL CONTROL OF
MARIJUANA, OR MORE OF THE SAME

We can mgke it harder for kids te get marijuima, of we can
accept the stalus quo. where marijuana is easier for kids to get
than alcohol.

We can let police prevent violent crime, or we can accepl

* REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT AGAINST PROBOSITION 19

JERMITS LOCAL GOVERKMENIS TO REGULATE AND TAX COMMERCIAL
PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION, AND SALE OF MARIJUANA. INITIATIVE STATUTE.

ARGUMENT AGAINST PROPOSITICN 19

Undes current law, if a worker shows up smelling of alcohol
or marijuana, an employer may remove the employee from a
dangerous or sensitive job, such as ruaning medical lab tests in
a hospital, or operating heavy equipment. But if Proposition 19
passes, the worker with marijuana in his or her system may not
be removed from the job until afrer an accident occurs.

The California Police Chiefs Association opposes Proposition
19 because proponents “forgot’ to include a standard for what
constittes "driving under the influence.” Under Proposition 19,
4 driver may legally drive even if a blood test shows they have
marijuana in their system.

Gubernatorial candidates Republican Meg Whitman and
Democrat Jerry Brown have both stodied Proposition 19 and
are urging all Californians to vote "No,"" as are Democratic and
Republican candidates for Altorney General, Kamala Harrs and
Steve Cooley.

Don't be fooled, The propenents #re hoping you will
think Proposition 19 is about *medical” marijuana. Itis not.
Proposition 19 makes no changes either way in the medical
marijuana laws.

Proposition 19 is simply a jumbled tegal nightmare that will
make our highways, our workplaces and our communities less
safe. We strongly urge you w vore "No” on Prop. 19.

DIANNE FEINSTEIN, United States Senator

LAURA DEAN-MOONEY, National President
Mothers Against Drunk Driving

the status quo, and Keep wasling resources sendmg tens
of thousands of non-violent marijuana  consumers-a
disproportionate  number who are minorities-to  Jail.

We can control marijuana to weaken the drug cartels, or we
can accept the status quo, and continue to fund violent gangs
with illegal marijuana sales in California.

We can tax marijuana to generate billions for vital services, or
we can accept the status quo, and turn our backs on this needed
revenue.

THE CHOICE 15 CLEAR

Vote Yeson 19.

JOYCELY" ELDERS, United States Surgeon General (Ret)
ALICE A. HUFFMAN, President

California NAACP

DAVID DODDRIDGE, Marcotics Detective (Ret)

Los Angeles Police Department
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